
Contra Costa County Special District 
Association Meeting Minutes 

09-15-2025 Meeting Time: 
10:00 a.m. 

In person meeting held at 5019 Imhoff Pl, 
Martinez, CA 94553 & remotely via Zoom 

Call to Order / 
Breakout Session 

At 9:30 a.m., a Meet and Greet session was held for an open 
discussion among Association Members. 
 
At 10:03 a.m., the meeting was called to order. 

Minutes Shelby Plowman, CCSDA Administrator via Diablo Water District 
Link to Zoom 
Recording September 15, 2025 - Zoom Recording 

Attendees 

Meeting attendees in-person:  
Dan Muelrath - Chapter President & GM of Diablo Water District 
Joey Smith - Director for Ward 1, EBMUD 
Geoff Michalczyk - Financial Planning, Central San  
Dawn Morrow - Chapter Vice President & Board Member Ironhouse 
Emily Barnett - Communications & Govt. Relations Mgr, Central San  
Colin Coffey - Ward 7 Director, EPRPD 
John Mercurio - Board President, EBRPD  
Mike McGill - Board President, CentralSan  
Patty Bristow - Special Districts Rep for LAFCo  
Lou Ann Texeira - Executive Officer LAFCo  
 
Meeting attendees via Zoom: 
Ashley Johnson - PR Specialist, Diablo Water District 
Colleen Haley - CDSA 
Dina Breitstein - GM, Town of Discovery Bay 
Cheryl Sudduth - West County Wastewater District 
Kait Knight - District & Community Relations Mgr, Diablo Water District 
Raegan Ballo - Five Star Bank 
Maria Bagley - West County Wastewater District 
Stephen Griswold - Asst GM, Town of Discovery Bay 

1. Welcome 

Mr. Dan Muelrath, CCSDA President, called the meeting to order and welcomed members 
and invited in-person and online Members to self-introduce.  
 
 

https://zoom.us/rec/share/SaTRv3uCBFMAEMQVouCcbQRkTOb4QrjPsYfIeOM-IQLCuBRqzYE1mbKTksLhOBbS.yXlGd5-QDKUIOQMA?startTime=1757955438000
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2. Guest Speaker – Presentation by Scott Summerfield, Principal for SAE 
Communications 

Emily Barnett introduced Scott Summerfield, Principal at SAE Communications. Mr. 
Summerfield provided a quick biography of himself and how he grew up here locally.  He 
reflected that people in the communication field could not have imagined how dramatically 
the way we present and receive information to or from those we serve has changed.  
 
Over the next 50 minutes Mr. Summerfield presented several video examples from recent 
news headlines illustrating different concepts around message delivery. Presentation 
included examples surrounding PRA requests, first amendment auditors, and nonpartisan 
local agencies’ being politicized.  
 
Please see presentation slides for QR code link to Mr. Summerfield’s contact information 
for further details. 

 

3. Guest Speaker – Presentation by Emily Barnett, Communications & 
Government Relations Manager, Central Contra Costa Sanitary District 
 

Mr. Muelrath introduced Emily Barnett, Communications & Government Relations 
Manager, Central Contra Costa Sanitary District. Emily presented on first-hand accounts 
of first amendment auditors. Originally beginning as citizen reporters video taping 
interactions as a form of accountability, it has unfortunately evolved into a form of 
entertainment, views and monetary gain. Big in 2023 in state and federal buildings, they 
have moved to special districts over the las 2 years.  
 
Ms. Barnett shared an account of a local Bay Area YouTuber who visited their site the 
Friday before last and their experiences with the interaction. She provided best practices 
in “being boring” and the importance of having proper signage, training and awareness. 
First amendment auditors generally know what they are doing and not trying to get 
arrested, only cause a nuisance – it is best to not involve the police as this may only 
increase the “excitement” of the interaction.  
 
Colin Coffey asked, “why not involve the police” - Which opened discussion between 
presenter and audience.   
Lou Ann Texeira provided input from her first-hand account with an auditor.  
 
Emily offered herself or her team as a resource for training staff if anyone is interested.  
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3. Guest Speaker – Reagan Ballo, SVP/Managing Director of Government 
Banking 

Mr. Muelrath recognized that the meeting was running a bit behind and asked Reagan if 
he was okay with holding off on his topic, unless imperative, until the next meeting. 
 
Reagan Ballo stated he was going to suggest it himself and that he was fine to share at a 
future meeting.  
 
Dan stated we are used to having Reagan in person and will hear from him in person next 
meeting.  

4. CSDA Update – Colleen Haley 

Mr. Muelrath introduced Colleen to take the floor for updates from CSDA. Ms. Haley 
provided highlights in the effort of time. She thanked everyone that was able to attend the 
annual conference in Monterey last month and noted it was the largest attendance to 
date, so much so they are thinking of needing to relocate. 
 
There is a Board Clerk Conference October 27-29th & two more chances for the Special 
District Leadership Foundation One in Redding and one in Monterey. There are 
certificates available for board members, high level staff and the entire board to earn your 
transparency & District of Distinction certificates.  
 
Wrapping up the end of the legislative season. SB707, with a lot of amendments made to 
make it a little easier for special districts to digest, Marcus Detwiler worked very hard on 
this legislation, CSDA came to a neutral position on it. CSDA appreciates all your input 
knowing what the key points were needed to be able to implement it.  
 
Original sponsor bill by Rubio, AB 259 that allows just cause emergency services, allows 
you to meet remotely was incorporated into that bill and passed as well.  
 
Our other sponsor bill this year having to do with clean fleet vehicles, allowing some 
flexibility in that was turned into a two-year bill but they anticipate it coming back again 
next year.  
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5. LAFCO Update – Mike McGill 

Mr. McGill, LAFCo Commissioner, announced they have had some new commissioners 
join this year: Lauren Nakamura from the City of Concord is a voting member, Marisol 
Rubio from the City of San Ramon is an alternate. Shanelle Scales-Preston, who is a 
County Member is an alternate. And now Dawn Morrow is a Special District Member, 
alternate. Mr. McGill reiterated that once elected, a representative represents the whole 
county. Not only special districts, or your own district but the county as a whole.  
 
LAFCo recently completed their municipal service review and sphere of influence update 
for 12 reclamation districts at their September 10th meeting. Details available online. 
 
In June they approved the activation of latent powers to the Kensington Community 
Service District and in July the LAFCo Commission approved the annexation of the 
Kensington Fire Protection District to the Kensington Community Service District and 
dissolution of the Kensington Fire Protection District. There were no protests and both 
agencies were supportive of the action.  
 
The budget for ’25-’26 was approved at the June meeting.  
 
Cal LAFCo annual meeting is coming up on October 22nd, starts at 1:30pm. There is a 
special session that morning of LAFCo 101, hoping all new commissioners will attend.  
 
 

6. Q1 Treasurer Report – Geoff Michalczyk 

Dan Muelrath introduced Geoff Michalczyk. Mr. Michalczyk stated that Q1 is really 
dedicated to three things: (1) Collecting member dues – we have received payments from 
22/30 members, (2) Audit – Dan & Jean-Marc, our audit committee have completed the 
audit. Geoff will finalize it and transmit it to Shelby for disbursement to the association, & 
(3) Filling out informational tax returns for FY 24-25 which will be completed by the end of 
the month.  

7. Call for Nominees: Executive Committee Director At Large 

Mr. Muelrath reminded the audience that this item has been on the agenda since May’s 
meeting. The position assists the President, Vice-President and other Executive 
Committee Director at Large roles with the association including the annual dinner.  
 
Jean-Marc Petit self-nominated himself for the role.  
 
We will conduct a member vote at the November 17, 2025 meeting.  
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8. Annual Dinner 

a. Save the date: Thursday March 26th 5:30 – 8:30 p.m. Same location as last year Pleasant 
Hill Community Center 

b. Request for dinner committee member help. Patty Bristow agreed to help again. Mr. 
Muelrath asked for 1-2 additional members to volunteer to help. He asked the members 
to go back to their team and ask around if anyone is interested in helping. Michelle with 
San Ramon Fire Protection District led it last year and handed over all of her files for easy 
transitioning.  

 

9.  Announcements & Member Comments 

Mike McGill thanked Emily for coming in spur the moment to speak to us, specifically 
because this just happened in the last few days. He also thanks Central San for letting us 
use their space and to the GM Roger Bailey, particularly his executive assistant Suzette 
Crayton who provides the goodies for the meeting.  

  Adjourn  

Meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m.  
 
The next meeting will be held on November 17, 2025 

 
 


